DOCKET FILE COPY ORIGINAL

Before the
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Code sxemptions for severely O "
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COMMENT/OBJECTION TO THE AMERICAN RADIO RELAY
LEAGUES’S PETITION OF SEPTEMBER 23RD, 1997
FOR CHANGES IN THE MORSE CODE EXEMPTION
PROCEDURES FOR SEVERELY HANDICAPPED
APPLICANTS IN THE AMATEUR RADIO SERVICE

I am WARREN ADRIAN RACHELS and vezlde abt 2224 Taragrove Drive,
Tamis , Flovida 33618-2562, Telephone 813-961-2441. T curraent hold
Advanced License WA4UAL in Lhe dmatewr Radlio Service. T have besn
conitinuously licensed since 1974

T object to the Aamerican Radio Relay lLeagues’s Septembey 23rd,
1227, PETITION FOR CHANGES TN THE MORSE CODE EXEMPTIOM PROCEDURES
FOR SEVERELY HANDICAPPED APPLICAMTS IN THE AMATEUR RADIO SERVICE
for the following reasons:

1. Rule 97-509( k) requires special accommodat ion procedures
are avallable Lo handicappoed individuals for all code test eleaments
at all exam sessions. Since May 1997, I have been to four(4) code
gxaminations to e grade Tiom Tive(R) wovds per minute to 13 and/oy
20 words  per minute. At none of these examination did the
voluntaer  examiners have  any alternative pyocedures., The
examination was  Trom cassslle  tapes wia ear  phonss. The

sxaminatlons have Lboon adminiotorved by bhoth WEYT and ARRL Voluntesy

W od Coniog red'd ~
L. T



Uxaminers.
2. The proposed modifications would requive a candidatbe Lo
attempt a Movyse Code test with any and all necessary accommodations

prior to helng granted o walwvery At the examinations T have

attended had an applicant wantod orv desived accommodations the

N

requested accommodation could not have been provided. Why require
a Tailure of o test under special accommodations beforve granting

aminers are unable to provide the

exemption whaen the Yolunteer Dx
speclal accomnodations If requesbed?

T e proposed modification would permit the Volunteer
Examiner Coovdinalovs bo reguest medical information pertinent to

an applicant’s handicap from the <ot ifving physician and to have

this information on File befove the application is forwarded to the

Fee fovy processing. By implication the ARRL is rveguesting the
right and the voguirement of the VEC to svaluate the cerbtifying
physicisn disgnowis and conclusions . What I the VEC concludes the
cervLifying phyvaician Is  wiong o incorvect based upon  the
poysician’s medical statement . Who would be corvrect the certifying
physician o Lhe VECT Since Lhe cerlifying physician Is supplying
information to the WEC, loglc =ars I bhe VEC is in disagreement

tho application will be held up and o poasibility not processed.
The VMEC 1s nobt the FCC oand Anss not have any reason to  know
anything move that what o currvently contained Iin the certifying
physiclan™s statement . I the 70C wishens additional information
this vight of ingquivy and detevminabion s granted to the FCC by
the applicant .

modification would reqauire the Volunteey




Examiner Coordinator to hawve information in support  from  bhe
certifving physician on file before the application is processed
In addition bo the veasons expr osood In Pavagyaph 2 above, there is
Lhe question of the security, both internally and externally, of
the applicant s medical informabion. Also valsed is the question
of Jjust how much Information would have to be provided the VIO by
the certifying phrasician. BRBoth of thoese guastions arve open ended,
If the "'CC wishes to know the sxtent and basis of the medical
exemption, then it not Lhe WIC should make the enguivy, that is
from medical personnel at the FOC to the certifying physician when
there 1s a reasonable basis Lo balieve Lhe cevtification has been

improperly granted,

3

WHEREFORE , hasad uporn the rzasons stated, it i

03

reque&ted'that

i

the American Radio Relay League’s September 23vd, 1997, PETITION
FOR CHANGES IN THE MORSE CODE EXEMPTION PROCEDURES FOR SEVERELY
HANDICAPPED APPLICANTS IN THE AMATEUR RADIO SERVICE be denied in
total . Attached {1 a copy of the article upon which T hase my
Frowladged of the contents of Lhe Psltition.

Dated: Wednesday , Novembor 26th, 1297

¥

WARREN s
2224 Tavag ove DU ilve

Tampa, Flovida 23618-2HA2

Telephons 3170361 73441
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A has asked the FCC to change
the way Morse code exam exemptions for
severely handicapped applicants are
handled. The League wants to change the
procedural requirements in Part 97 that must
be met, prior to granting examination credit.

Under the League’s proposed changes, a
candidate at least would have to attempt the
CW test—with any and all necessary accom-
modations—before being granted an exam
waiver based on a physician’s certification.
Also, Volunteer Examiner Coordinators
(VECs) would be entitled to request medical
information pertinent to an applicant’s
handicap from the certifying physician.
VECs also would be required to have this
information on file before the application is
forwarded to the FCC for processing.

In its petition filed September 23, the
League said the two “rather minor changes”
are needed to restrict the waiver process to
use by severely handicapped individuals
“for whom the process was intended in the
first place and who deserve the substantive
accommodation.” The League also said the
changes would “stem abuses” of the waiver
system without putting unreasonable bur-
dens on examinees.
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The CW waiver system has been in ef-
fect for seven years. The League says that
experience has shown that many applicants
without severe handicaps “have abused the
process” by obtaining physicians’ certifi-
cations of inability to pass the telegraphy
examination. At present, 8% of those ap-
plying through the ARRL-VEC have re-
quested a medical exemption from the
higher-speed code requirement. Another
large VEC reports similar experience.

FCC rules requires volunteer examiners
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to exercise broad latitude in administering
CW exams to accommodate handicapped
applicants. Instead, the League observed
in its filing, there is “a tendency for appli-
cants to seek exemptions instead” of
accommodations.

As of press time, this petition had not
been given a rulemaking (RM) number.

ADMINISTRAVE LAW JUDGE
FIRMS KV4FZ DECISION

reaffirmed his decisfon to not ren
opeftor and station Ycenses of Her
Sch@nbohm, KV4FE of Kingshill
Islarfils, but the sagagontinues. Ear
yearlg FCC Adminirative Law
Edw{ird Luton determfned the Comm
sho not renew Ychoenbohm’s
ticke® but Schoenbolfim filed excep
The JCC remanded thg case to Luto
suppj@mental initial degision Septem
contfned additional ¥ndings of fa
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te 1992, Schoerfpohm, now 57
found@euilty in US Diskict Court of
a“coghterfeit access dliice” to make
distagite telephone calll. While his i
convilition did not sgicifically in
brealihg FCC regulat@bns, Schoen
eventiially ran directlyfifoul of the
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